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Spring Valley

Greenhill School

The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meet-
ings are held the second Wednesday of
each month. Meetings are open to all

interested persons. The meetings are
held at Greenhill School located at
the corner of Midway and Spring
Valley. Please enter from Hornet

Drive. Check www.dallasseirraclub.org for
directions. (Mapsco 14F)     

Hornet

OOK all of you tree hugging nature lovers. Our August program is
sure to make you want to run back to the office, count up your
remaining vacation days, and then try to schedule another trip

to the great outdoors before year-end.
Dan Leffel, an award winning nature photographer, winner of multiple

Sierra Club photo contests, and winner of the Heard Museum's award
for Best Scenic Artist, will be here to show us some of the most scenic
and beautiful places in North America. His photos include pictures from
his recent river-rafting trip through the Grand Canyon. He will also be
available to answer those burning questions you might have about using
digital cameras to take pictures in the wilderness. Some of Dan's work
can be seen on his website at www.boldlightphoto.com.

Next, you know him, you love him, Dallas Sierra Club's Arthur Kuehne
will take us on another cool water experience, showing us scenes from
his trip down the Buffalo River. So beat the heat in August by joining us
on a visual journey on some of Nature's most scenic rivers and beauti-
ful countryside.

Also, be sure to put our September program date of 9/14/05 on your
calendar as Dallas Sierra Club member Bill Greer takes us on a tour of
the Artic Circle. During June, Bill went for a 10-day tour of the Artic
Circle. He told me he took over 2,000 photos! Check out some of the
photos inside the Compass of migrating caribou, white wolves, families
of mountain goats, and crystal blue glaciers. Bill tells me it is some of the
most awe inspiring country on the planet, and this is sure to be a pro-
gram you won't want to miss!

Bryan Carpenter
Program Chair

TThe Dallas Sierra Club has lost a valu-
able volunteer and friend. In early
July, Sierra Club members learned

that one of the club's most faithful volun-
teers and dedicated Conservation Co-
Coordinator, Nancy Aldrich, died of a short
and unexpected illness, unrelated to her
MS in late June.

During 2001-2003, Nancy Aldrich was
co-chair of the Dallas Group's Urban
Sprawl Committee along with current
Population Coordinator, Gayle Loeffler. In
her work as an activist, she attended many
activities pertinent to her important issue
including activist training in Oklahoma City,
Smart Growth Seminars in Flower Mound,
and a Population & Urban Sprawl seminar
at SMU. She assisted in giving urban
sprawl programs for the conservation com-
mittee and opened her home for conserva-
tion activities.

Nancy worked on many Sierra Club
fundraising activities, including garage
sales and gift wrap, and was always willing
to help on any project with a cheerful atti-
tude. She contributed much to the Dallas
Group and gave of her time with enthusi-
asm. She was a gentle and kindhearted
person with an unending love for the envi-
ronment and its animal life. She was an
enthusiastic participant on Sierra Club
sponsored day hikes, river tubing, Sierra
Single events, and newsletter parties.

Nancy was a nurse by profession. She
had MS, but never complained about it.
She was a confident and trusted friend to
many and will be missed by all who knew
and worked with her.

Rita Beving
Conservation Chair

Sierra Club Mourns Loss of Past
Conservation Officer Nancy Aldrich 

LLooking for a quick summer getaway
that won't break the bank, clog the
arteries, or blacken the lungs?  Three

"State Natural Areas" (SNAs) in the Hill
Country may fit the bill: they're within six
hours of DFW, they each offer primitive
camping and hiking, and they're overseen
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, so they're cheap.

Enchanted Rock SNA (325-247-3903),
just north of Fredericksburg, was designat-
ed a National Natural Landmark in 1970. If
you've never seen "The Rock" firsthand,
you owe it to yourself to go sometime, even
though the park gets crowded these days
(personal note: in the late 1970's, I fre-
quently drove busloads of UT geology stu-
dents to Enchanted Rock before it became
state-owned -- the first time I saw it was one
of the few times I've stood in gape-mouthed
awe). Rising over 400 feet above ground,
it's a pink granite exfoliation dome that cov-
ers 640 acres. The park itself offers primi-
tive backpacking and camping (no vehicu-
lar camping allowed), bird watching, and, of
course, rock climbing (yes, even beginners
can climb The Rock, using the "Summit
Trail", and there's also the four-mile "Loop
Trail" that skirts the perimeter of the park).
And for skilled spelunkers, caves will keep
you in the dark to your heart's content.

You can also get quite a naturalist's edu-
cation at Enchanted Rock. Several inter-
esting granite formations are on view at
the park, and, in addition to the flora and
fauna typical of the Edwards Plateau
region, hundreds of species of plants and
microscopic animals live in and around the
fissures and hollowed out rock that trap
water on The Rock.

The park closes its gates when the park-
ing lots reach capacity; on weekends, that
can happen before noon, so plan ahead!

Lost Maples SNA (830-966-3413), in

Bandera and Real Counties (west of San
Antonio), features autumnal foliage won-
ders from Bigtooth Maples and Texas Oaks
in abundance. Birders will enjoy searching
for a peek of such rare species as the
Green Kingfisher, the Black-Capped Vireo,
and the Golden-Cheeked Warbler (the lat-
ter two are endangered); butterfly enthusi-
asts may catch sight of several species of
swallowtails, sulphurs, hairstreaks, and
blues. The Sabinal River flows through the
SNA, and the Edwards Plateau country is
home to limestone canyons, springs,
plateau grasslands, wooded slopes, and
clear streams.

A couple of cautionary notes: because
maples have a shallow root system, and
soil compaction from walking can damage
the trees, visitors are asked to stay on des-
ignated trails for their hikes. And parking is
limited to 250 cars, so plan ahead and visit
during weekdays during the spring and fall
busy seasons, if possible.

Hill Country SNA (830-796-4413), in
Bandera and Medina Counties (close to
Lost Maples), has few accommodations for
the non-primitive camper, so if you're as
fond of plumbing as I am, go elsewhere.
Their motto is "if you think you need it, we

Let's Get Away
By Pryor Lawson

See Enchanted Rock on
Page 2

Enchanted Rock SNA

Dan Leffel - Photographer
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Planning strategically for the Club's Future

We're evaluating our priorities at the local and national levels, creating new oppor-
tunities for local volunteers and an opportunity for unprecedented grassroots influence
in the way the national club sets priorities.

The entire club has been working for two years with a research team from Harvard
University in a comprehensive self-assessment process in which groups and chapters
around the country, including ours, participated. The final results of the research and
recommendations of the research team will be presented to the club this fall.

One idea that arose from this process is already bearing fruit: Sierra Summit, our first
ever national Sierra Club convention, which will take place on August 8-11 in San
Francisco. At least six Dallas Group members are going as official delegates, and all
members are welcome to attend. Find out more at www.sierrasummit2005.org. In
addition to workshops and exhibits, we'll hear from three nationally-known speakers:
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Arianna Huffington, and Bill Maher.

A separate but complimentary process that has been taking place as the Harvard
research team wraps up its work is a national strategic planning effort that involves
grassroots input at an unprecedented level. Our local club leaders met in June to make
our contribution to the club's process of setting conservation priorities. Other groups
and chapters around the country are having similar meetings to prepare for a priority-
setting session at the Summit in which our local delegates will participate.

We have also been engaged in a local strategic planning process since January. For
the Dallas Group, all of this planning is helping us identify the best investments of our
precious assets: money and volunteer time.

One priority we have identified is public education through our new Outreach
Teams. Kelly Carlson is leading the recycling team, and a new energy team is meet-
ing soon to develop a presentation that we can make to church groups, PTAs, home-
owners' associations and other audiences. This is a terrific opportunity for new vol-
unteers. Contact Kelly (972-359-9449, kelly@dallassierraclub.org) to be on the recycling
team. Contact me (214-350-6108, ann@dallassierraclub.org) if you want to help with the
energy team.

Optimizing our internal and external communications is also a high priority. Your
feedback about the Compass is extremely important. Do you read it regularly?  Do you
want to receive a printed newsletter every month?  Do you use our website (www.dal-
lassierraclub.org) and/or subscribe to any of our email lists?  How do you think we can
communicate in the most cost-effective way to our members and to the community?
Send your comments to Mike Rawlins (mike@dallassierraclub.org), whose committee is
developing a comprehensive communications strategy for our group.

I frequently use this space to call for your participation in our work. As an all-volun-
teer organization, we are always on the lookout for members who can bring energy and
skills to our efforts. A new initiative I have started is "Lunch with the Chair" - an oppor-
tunity for you and I to get together to discuss opportunities and find a role that's just
right for you. Contact me if you want to make a lunch date.

Finally, I want to express my appreciation for those who have supported the fundrais-
ing campaign that we launched in June. We are almost halfway to our goal of $10,000.
The donation form is on our website (www.dallassierraclub.org - see "campaign 2005 com-
mitment" at the top of the page), or I'll be happy to send you one on request. The more
we can relieve the fundraising burden from our volunteers, the more they can focus on
the work you want them to do. As always, thank you for all of the ways you support the
Dallas Sierra Club.

Ann Drumm
Dallas Sierra Club Chair
214-350-6108
ann@dallassierraclub.org

don't got it, you'll need to bring it!"
Otherwise, multi-use trails through grassy
valleys, spring-fed streams, and steep lime-
stone hills and canyons are yours for hiking
and equestrian pleasure (yep, you can go
horseback riding -- several adjacent ranch-
es offer horse rentals and tours). Take a
swim in three designated areas on West
Verde Creek, or fish for catfish, perch, and
large-mouth bass. Deer, armadillos, rac-
coons, ringtail cats, rabbits and rodents are
plentiful, in addition to the birds and butter-
flies that call the Hill Country home.

Incidentally, during the upcoming Labor
Day weekend, the Hill Country SNA will be
the starting point of the YO Ranch
Longhorn Cattle Drive, part of a "Celebrate
Bandera" theme for the weekend. If you've
ever hankered to saddle up your Cayuse
and rope some dogies, now's your chance.
Otherwise, check out all the state parks at
TP&W's website: http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/.

Rafting near the Arctic
Circle. Bill Greer’s pho-
tos and story are the
subject of September’s
Program.

Enchanted Rock
CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD  FFRROOMM  PPAAGGEE  11

people who supported President Bush. A
recent PIPA (Program on International
Policy Attitudes) survey by the University of
Maryland found that Americans basically
share the same values. I give over 100
speeches a year, more than 40 of them in
the red states, and on the issue of corpo-
rate accountability, I get the same response
as I do from blue-state residents, except for
this: red-state voters are always asking,
“How come I haven’t heard this before?”
The reason is that they’re getting their
news from Rush Limbaugh, Fox News, and
the Sinclair network, which are not telling
them the truth. So they have all kinds of
misconceptions about environmentalists,
about environmental laws, about the war in
Iraq, etc. The PIPA Report showed that 65
percent of the president's supporters
believed that Bush strongly supported the
Kyoto Protocol and strong labor and envi-
ronmental standards in our international
treaties. But when PIPA asked them, “What
do you believe,” there was almost no differ-
ence between the core beliefs of
Republicans and Democrats. In essence,
80 percent of Republicans are just
Democrats who don’t know what’s going
on.The press is not doing its job. All the talk
about changing our message or fine-tuning
our communications—it’s all nonsense. It’s
like changing deck chairs on the Titanic.
The system is broken, and we’ve got to
repair [it] if we want to start communicating
with the American people.

Planet: That sounds like a long-term proj-
ect, not an overnight fix.

Kennedy: There is an overnight fix. It’s
called the Fairness Doctrine. We need to
bring it back. That’s the most important
environmental law that we can pass.

Kennedy
CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD  FFRROOMM  PPAAGGEE  77
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Volunteer Opportunities
INNER CITY OUTINGS (ICO)

Sierra Club outreach program provides hikes and camping to disadvantaged youth. A
special volunteer orientation meeting / dinner will be planned. For details, watch website
(www.dallassierraclub.org) or contact Liz Wheelan at Lizwico@aol.com or 214-739-2269.

SPEAK ABOUT MERCURY CONTAMINATION
Staff tables at events to educate the public about mercury contamination of Texas lakes.
Contact Paul Huston, angler4055@yahoo.com.

COMPASS REPORTER
Write an occasional article about events going on in the Dallas group.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

RECYCLING TEAM NEEDS PUBLIC SPEAKERS
Talk to community groups about recycling. We’ll train you and give you handouts for
your audiences. Great advocacy opportunity!  Contact Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

NEWSLETTER LAYOUT VOLUNTEER
Need experience in electronic publishing or be computer-literate and willing to learn.

NEWSLETTER AD SALES
Help boost club revenue by selling newsletter ads.
Contact editor@dallassierraclub.org

NEW ENERGY OUTREACH TEAM FORMING
We're forming our second public education outreach team - this one to talk about ener-
gy. We're looking for volunteers to help craft the presentation and speak to community
groups. Contact Ann Drumm, 214-350-6108, ann@dallassierraclub.org.

8/3 • 9/3 First Wednesday. Executive Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI 2nd floor meet-

ing room (I-635 between Welch Road & Midway Road, MAPSCO 14Q), to discuss Club

projects, policy and finances. All members are welcome to attend and participate. Call

Ann Drumm at 214-350-6108.

8/8 • 9/8 Monday before the General Meeting. Deadline for electronic materials to be

submitted to the Compass E-mail editor@dallassierraclub.org or deliver diskettes to editors

during the General Meeting.

8/10 • 9/10 Second Wednesday. Sierra Club General Meeting 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Come to

the General Meeting at Greenhill School located at the corner of Midway and Spring

Valley. Check  www.dallasseirraclub.org for directions. Come early to pick up activity mate-

rials and afterwords join the socializing at Pappa’s Pizza.

8/17 • 9/17 Third Wednesday. Outings Comittee Meeting 7:00 PM at REI (MAPSCO

14Q) to discuss schedules and issues. All outings leaders, future outings leaders,

and interested Sierrans are welcome. Call Mick Nolen at 972-991-9351 for more

information.

8/24 • 9/24 Fourth Wednesday. Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the Churchill Recreation

Center at Hillcrest & Churchill Way (MAPSCO 15V). Help sort, bundle and label the

newsletter. Socializing afterward. Contact Charlotte Forst at 972-248-7581.

General Calendar

A majestic view of a
glacial valley. Bill
Greer’s photos and
story are the subject of
September’s Program.

Grazing Caribou near the
Arctic Circle. Bill Greer’s
photos and story are the
subject of September’s
Program.

AUGUST 1 (MON) DFW SIERRA SINGLES DINNER, 7:00 PM
Join other Sierra  Singles for a casual dinner and conversation at a local restaurant.
Watch the Sierra Singles email list or check the web site for details.

SEP 11 (SUN) OUTDOOR CONCERT WITH BRAVE COMBO
Join with  other Sierra Singles for this outdoor concert in Lewisville. Check Sierra
Singles page on web site for details or to sign up for DFW Sierra Singles email list.

SEP 12 (MON) DFW SIERRA SINGLES DINNER, 7:00 PM
Enjoy a casual dinner with other Sierra Singles. No RSVP required. Check Sierra
Singles page on web site for details or to sign up for DFW Sierra Singles email list.

You can sign up for the Dallas area Sierra Singles email list by going  to
www.DallasSierraClub.org and following the Sierra Singles link. If  you would like to help
organize DFW Sierra Singles events or want  further information,  contact Sue Schaeffer
at 972-304-0974 or 972-979-8555 (C) or sueschaeffer@comcast.net, or contact Paul Heller
at  972-620-1703 or psheller@comcast.net.

DFW Sierra Singles



AUG 4 (THU) NIGHTHIKE ON THE
CHISHOLM TRAIL IN PLANO Meet at
7:00PM in front of the Starbucks (north side
of 15th just west of US 75 in Plano (Mapsco
658V). We will walk 5 miles on a paved
path. Bring water. No reservations, just
show up. Ice cream afterwards.
Leader: Judy Cato

972-238-5738 (H)

AUG 5 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the August outings list
and September newsletter.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

AUG 13 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Walk and talk while helping to
pick up trash and recycleables at the Sierra
Club's adopted section of White Rock Lake
Park. Meet at 8:15 AM at the Love of the
Lake office on the Northeast corner of
Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look for a
crowd of people drinking free juice and cof-
fee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie
restoration areas, so there are always birds
and wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your
karma will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash

214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

AUG 17 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

AUG 20-27 (SAT-SAT) BACKPACK THE
SINKYONE WILDERNESS LOST in
Northern California. Also day hike some of
the State and National Redwood parks.
Need to get low priced tickets to San
Francisco area now for the trip. Will rent
autos to get to trailhead and Redwood
State and National Parks.
Leader: Don Purinton

972-985-1774
dpurinton@comcast.net

SEPT 1-6 (THU-TUE) LABOR DAY BUS
TRIP TO THE WEMINUCHE WILDERNESS
IN COLORADO Escape the Texas heat
and join us for our trip to the cool Colorado
mountains of the Weminuche Wilderness.
Trips will range from a short backpack with
dayhikes to strenuous long hikes. At least 1
prior backpack trip is strongly recommend-
ed. Our sleeper bus leaves Dallas at 4:00
PM on Thursday evening and returns at
about 5:00 AM on Tuesday morning. The
Weminuche Wilderness offers a great diver-
sity and all the miles you want to hike. It is

a hidden jewel and one of our most popu-
lar trips. Cost is $195 for members, $210
for non-memebers. To sign up send a
check payable to Dallas Sierra Club to
Kathryn Hurn, 9046 Redondo Drive,
Dallas, TX 75218.
Leader: Kathryn Hurn

214-738-5586
mattsamkat@aol.com

SEP 2 (FRI) DEADLINE for submission of
outings to be listed in the September out-
ings list and October newsletter.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

SEP 10 (SAT) WHITE ROCK LAKE
CLEANUP Walk and talk while helping to
pick up trash and recycleables at the Sierra
Club's adopted section of White Rock Lake
Park. Meet at 8:15 AM at the Love of the
Lake office on the Northeast corner of
Garland Rd. and Buckner Blvd. Look for a
crowd of people drinking free juice and cof-
fee. Gloves, trash bags, etc. provided. Our
area includes one of the wonderful prairie
restoration areas, so there are always birds
and wildflowers to enjoy. The lake and your
karma will thank you. Brunch afterwards.
Leader: Carol Nash

214-824-0244 (H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

SEPT 17 (SAT) BEGINNER BACKPACK-
ING AND CAMPING CLASS Aimed at
beginners, this class is an ideal way to learn
about backpacking. Topics include: wilder-
ness ethics, outdoor clothing, boots, back-
packs, tents, sleeping bags, cookware,
food, and preparing for a trip. Instructors
are experienced Dallas Sierra Club leaders.
There will be time for questions and a
hands-on look at outdoor gear. Lunch of
backpacking food is included. You will also
have the opportunity to learn about, and
sign up for, several beginner backpacking
trips. The fee is $20 for Sierra Club mem-
bers and $30 for non-members (you can
sign up to be a Sierra Club member at the
class). No reservations are necessary, just
show up. The class will be held at REI,
4515 LBJ Freeway, Farmers Branch, TX
75244 (north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch). The class will start at 10:30
AM and end at about 5:00 PM.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

SEP 21 (WED) OUTINGS COMMITTEE
MEETING Meet in the upstairs program
room at REI (on north side of LBJ between
Midway and Welch), at 7:00 PM. Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra Club
Outings program. We will be planning local
outings and bus trips. All outings leaders,
future outings leaders, and interested
Sierrans welcome.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

OCT 22-23 (SAT-SUN) WALK THE OUA-
CHITA SEGMENTS 11 & 12 The trip is a
car camp with lots of options to complete
some miles on the Ouachita Trail. We will
camp at Big Brushy Campground. The trip
begins there at 9am on Saturday. We will
coordinate our car shuttles from there. We
will hike Segment 12 on Saturday.
Segment 12 is 11 miles with ups/downs
totaling 1000 feet of elevation change. We
will hike segment 11 on Sunday and it is
9.5 miles and goes downhill 1000 feet.
Given that we will be dayhiking this trip, it
is rated moderate difficulty.
Leader: David Van Winkle

972-562-7174
davidvw@dallassierraclub.org

NOV 5-6 (SAT-SUN) RAY ROBERTS
LAKE STATE PARK ISLE DU BOIS UNIT
CARCAMP We will walk some of the
Jordan Park Trail approximately 5 miles
round trip and eat lunch. Saturday evening
cook dinner on the grill. Sunday morning
walk the Nature Trail and local park trails.
Lunch we be at Babes in Sanger Texas
where the will end. The park is south of
Pilot Point Texas. This is a beginning car
camping trip where we will discuss car
camping, equipment and minimal impact
camping. This should be an interesting Fall
Car Camp with nights starting to cool off
from the summer heat.
Leader: Bob Gates

972-678-1221
gates.rr@verizon.net

NOV 23-28 (WED-MON) ANNUAL BIG
BEND BUS TRIP The Dallas Sierra Club
Thanksgiving tradition continues with the
annual bus trip to Big Bend. New This Year:
An option to backpack the Rancherias Trail
in the Big Bend Ranch State Natural Area
(strenuous). The canoe trip option will be
available again this year as well. If you've
never been, you owe it to yourself to dis-
cover this unique part of Texas. If you've
been before, take advantage of the new
options!  Our chartered sleeper bus leaves
Dallas on Wednesday at 6:30 PM and
returns about 4:30 AM on Monday. We will
have four backpacking trips from moderate
to strenuous and one canoeing trip through
Boquillas Canyon where the walls tower to
over 1,200 feet. Some backpacking experi-
ence is required for the backpack trips and
some canoe/camping experience is
required for the canoe trip. Full Details in
next month's newsletter.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260
arthur@dallassierraclub.org

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS

Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to members
and non-members. Some trips may require special
qualifications and capabilities. The leaders of each
outing / trip are serving in a volunteer capacity and
assume no responsibility  above that of trip organizer.
If you have a medical problem, it is your responsibility
to inform the leader before the outing / trip. Outing /
Trip leaders are encouraged to participate in training
and classes to increase their skills, but they are not
paid professionals. They will assist you within their lim-
itations. It is the responsibility of the participant to be
aware of any personal limitations before going on an
outing.

Radios and firearms are prohibited from all outings.
Pets are not allowed unless specifically stated. All out-
ings officially begin at the trail head or outing start
point. Leaders cannot assign carpools, but may help
coordinate ride sharing for energy conservation and to
promote fellowship. All non-commercial transportation
is the responsibility of the individual. Car-pooling is
SOLELY voluntary, but the costs are shared. The
usual method of sharing transportation cost is for all
riders in the car, including the driver, to divide the cost
of transportation equally. The recommended method
of computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage by
$0.13 a mile for small cars, $0.16 for large cars and
$0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be sure this or some
other method is agreed upon.

Most outings require reservations. To participate in
an outing contact the leader, who will decide if the trip
you are interested in is suitable for you based on your
capabilities and the demands of the trip. There is usu-
ally a limit to the number of people allowed on a given
outing / trip. Reservations are necessary for outings
unless otherwise noted. If you must cancel, inform the
leader as soon as possible so that someone else can
go in your place.

Please respect the wishes of your leader who has
volunteered his / her free time to allow you to go on the
trip of your choice. If you have any questions, or if you
are interested in becoming a leader, contact either the
Outings Chair or the appropriate Outings Committee
Coordinator on the newsletter back page.
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Notice: To receive this outings list monthly
via e-mail, send message to:

outings.list@dallassierraclub.org

Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST
on the subject line.
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IIn May of this year, I had the opportunity to
see first-hand evidence that California
Condor numbers are increasing. In mid-

May I traveled to northeast Arizona to partic-
ipate in a week-long national Sierra Club
backpack trip down Paria Canyon (this was
an awesome trip). Prior to the trip, I stopped
at the visitor center at Navajo Bridge in
Marble Canyon (near Lee's Ferry).There was
an unexplained commotion on the bridge, so
I went to see what was going on. There were
four California Condors resting on nearby
cliffs overlooking the Colorado River. Of
course, I did not have my camera with me, so
I ran to the car to get it and took pictures of 6,
16, 33, and 50. All Condors have numbers on
them to assist in tracking their activities. ( I
also saw #53 on the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon about two weeks later.)

So what…..right now there are only 61
California Condors in the wild with another
200 in captivity. So, how could this be good
news? Well, 20 years ago, there were only
22 birds in the world anywhere. The
Peregrine Fund and other environmental
groups led the capture of all Condors to
save the species and began growing the
numbers in captivity.

The California Condor is truly a unique
animal, being the largest bird in North
America. It weighs 23 pounds and has a
wing-span of 9.5 feet. By comparison, the
Turkey Vulture weighs only 4 pounds with a
wingspan of 5.5 feet and Bald Eagle 9.5
pounds and has a wingspan of 7 feet.

The primary cause for Condor decline is
the digestion of lead. Condors are scav-
engers and eat dead animals, like coyotes.
When humans shoot animals with lead bul-
lets and leave any part of the animal in the

wild, scavengers will eventually digest
some lead and it bio-accummulates in the
scavenger. Even if the animal is carefully
cleaned, as much as 20% of the lead in a
bullet has shattered and distributed
throughout the body. The solution to the
problem is to use non-lead bullets (copper).

What can we learn from this story?

1. Environmental groups' actions can
lead to success in saving species.

2. Stop using lead bullets. Get your
friends to stop using lead bullets.

3. Don't eat any animal that has been
shot with lead bullets, as you will be digest-
ing lead if you do.

4. Go on some Sierra Club outings, you
never know what you might see

Conservation News
August 2005

www.dallassierraclub.org

JJoin fellow Sierra Club members over a
glass of wine or dessert at La Madeleine
in Addison at 3 pm, August 14, to dis-
cover the "The Infinite Power of Texas."

Conservation Coordinator Molly Rooke will
show an interesting video on renewable
energy in Texas and discuss where Texas is
now in renewables and where Texas could
be in the future. Texas has more potential
to be the number one leader in renewable
energy production than any state in the
union but sorely lags behind others in seiz-
ing this opportunity. Learn the political real-
ities of power in Texas and the possible
impact you can personally make toward
getting Texas moving in the right direction
on renewable energy.

La Madeleine is conveniently located
approximately 3 blocks east of the Dallas
North Tollway at the corner or Beltline and
Montfort, across from  the old Prestonwood
Mall. We will be meeting in the private room
in the back. For more information on this
program, call Molly Rooke at 214-369-6667
(email molly@larosa-ranch.com) or Mike
Rawlins, Conservation Co-chair, at 972-
783-9573 (email dqez@comcast.net).

Discover The Infinite Power of Texas
August 14 at La Madeleine

TT he Sierra Club urges its members
and the public to tell the Region C
(North Texas) Water Planning Group

that you oppose their Draft Plan for four
unneeded new dams that would flood hun-
dreds of square miles of East Texas,
destroy increasingly rare wildlife habitat,
take over five hundred square miles of land
from thousands of mostly unwilling Texans,
and devastate ranching, farming, and tim-
ber industries in large areas of Texas!
The Draft Plan recommends the huge, infa-
mous Marvin Nichols Reservoir on the
Sulphur River, Fastrill Reservoir which
would flood an area planned by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service as the Neches
River National Wildlife Refuge, Lower Bois
d'Arc Creek Reservoir on a tributary of the
Red River, and Ralph Hall Lake, also on the
Sulphur. These reservoirs would have stag-
gering negative impacts, and none of them
is necessary, since twice as much water as
would be needed to meet Region C's pro-
jected 55-year water demands can be
obtained from conservation, reuse, and
bringing water from existing underutilized
reservoirs, according to the Draft Plan.
The dams would drown approximately
125,000 acres of increasingly rare East
Texas and Northeast Texas floodplain habi-
tat and would take at least 375,000 acres of
private lands out of production.
Some of Texas' best remaining bottomland
hardwood forests and crucial wildlife habitat
would be lost forever, including the
extremely high-quality proposed Neches
River National Wildlife Refuge. Acreage
almost as large as East Texas' Big Thicket
National Preserve and five national forest
wilderness areas combined would be per-
manently drowned.
The Draft Plan proposes four additional
new unneeded reservoirs as alternative
strategies (George Parkhouse North and
South, Columbia, Tehuacana) in the
Sulphur, Angelina, and Trinity basins that
together would drown approximately
41,000 acres and condemn at least
123,000 acres.

Ask Region C Water Planning Group to:

• Remove all proposed new reservoirs as

either recommended or alternative strate-
gies in the 55-year Region C Water Plan.
• Commit to fully utilizing existing available
reservoirs to meet our needs through the
55-year planning horizon, rather than need-
lessly damming our rivers, condemning
people's land, and destroying valuable
wildlife habitat.
• Commit to more aggressive water use
efficiency measures (conservation). The
Draft Plan's assumed actual water use effi-
ciency measures for Region C cities still
lag behind those already being achieved
and/or planned for other Texas cities and
regional water plans. It's unconscionable
that we plan to condemn other people's
land when we haven't yet committed to
wisely using the reservoirs that Texans
have already developed.

Written comments accepted until
September 9. It's best if you'll send
your own personal comments. Write,
fax, or email:

Region C Water Planning Group
c/o Jim Parks, Chairman
North Texas Municipal Water District
P.O. Box 2408
Wylie, TX 75098

Fax 972-442-5405
jparks@ntmwd.com 

No time to write your own comments
but want your views to be heard? Go to
www.DallasSierraClub.org (click the Take
Action button on the home page) to join
our one-minute automatic-message
public comment!

Questions or want to volunteer?

Contact: Rita Beving
Conservation Chair
Dallas Group of the Sierra Club 
214-373-3808
antiquerita@aol.com

Beth Johnson
214-902-9260  
beth@bethjohnson.com

Speak Up Now Against
Needless, Destructive New Dams!

Action Needed before September 9th

Windfarm near Weatherford, Oklahoma -
Photo by Robert Wales

California Condor Species Recovering
by David Van Winkle
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Waterkeeper Alliance President Robert
Kennedy, Jr., a featured speaker at the
Sierra Summit this September, helped lead
the fight to restore the Hudson River, which
in turn spawned more than 125
Waterkeeper organizations worldwide. The
author of the bestselling book, Crimes
Against Nature, he was recently named one
of Time magazine’s “Heroes for the Planet.”
He spoke with Planet editor Tom Valtin
about the current threats to democracy and
the environment, and the need for an inde-
pendent press in America.

Planet: What is the biggest environmental
problem we face in this country today?

Kennedy: George W. Bush, without
any rival.

Planet: The Sierra Club obviously feels
much the same way. But we found during
last year’s elections that when we criticized
Bush the person, many people—including
Sierra Club members—were angered, and
consequently less open to our message.
How do we oppose the policies without crit-
icizing the person?

Kennedy: I think you have to do both.
Winston Churchill said that you have to just
keep telling the truth, and telling it, and
telling it. And ultimately, people are going to
believe it. It can be frustrating, and of
course industry and its indentured servants
use every method to discredit you, including
saying that you’re tree-huggers, or radicals,
or against the president. But you have to
persevere. There’s a huge systemic prob-
lem in our democracy now, which is the
endless negligence of the American press
and the huge corporate consolidation of the
media. That’s the principal threat to
American democracy, and it’s an issue that
environmentalists have to take an interest in
curing. We have to develop outlets and
methods of getting our message across to
the American public that don’t rely on the
mainstream press, which is now controlled

by the right wing and giant corporations
who are interested not in informing the pub-
lic but in entertaining us in order to increase
their own revenues.

Eighty percent of Republicans are just
Democrats who don’t know what’s going on.
The press is not doing its job.

Planet: On Arianna Huffington’s blog—one
current alternative to the mainstream
press—you wrote that for the last 15 years
King Coal and Big Oil have funded
Washington think tanks with aberrant scien-
tists to persuade the public that the science
is still out on global warming, and that mes-
sage is reinforced by people like Rush
Limbaugh who delude the public with junk
science. But lately some conservatives
have been warning that global warming is
real. Do you think we’re finally beginning to
turn a corner?

Kennedy: Yes, I think there’s a sea change
going on now. Cinergy, the biggest utility in
the country, just put global warming on the
cover of its shareholder’s report and devot-
ed 35 pages of the report to that issue.
Jeffrey Immelt, CEO of General Electric,
has called for a national policy to address
global warming. Exxon last week
announced a massive campaign to develop
technologies to deal with global warming.

Planet: You’ve said that every time environ-
mentalists argue for “balance,” we lose
something because industry controls the
debate. What do we do about that?

Kennedy: The public has to know what’s
actually happening. If people knew what
was going on they’d be on our side. The
problem is their information is cooked by
industry, by the worst polluters, by the think
tanks on Capitol Hill who are dictating what
happens in the news.

The press is letting this president get
away with policies without ground truth in
them, and by that I mean the easily dis-
cernable lies of this White House on so

many issues—from Medicare to the envi-
ronment, the Iraq war to the budget. If we
had an active, independent press that was
willing to speak truth to power, the voters in
this country would not be behaving irra-
tionally. A democracy relies on an aggres-
sive, independent press, and we no longer
have that.

Planet: So does there have to be some sort
of a breakup akin to the Justice Department
breaking up AT&T 20 years ago?

Kennedy: Yes, I think we need to bring
back the Fairness Doctrine—the require-
ment that the press tell both sides of the
issues—and break up the big conglomer-
ates that control the press, or ask them to

divest themselves, so that the press is
locally controlled, there’s diversity of control
of the airwaves, and the airwaves are back
in the hands of the public.

It’s ironic that the Bush administration
makes the claim that they are an adminis-
tration of “values,” because all of the things
they claim to represent are simply hollow
facades that mask the one value that they
really consider worth fighting for: corporate
profit-taking. They claim to be conserva-
tives, but they’ve torn the “conserve” out of
conservativism. They claim to like free mar-
kets but they despise free markets. What
they fight for is corporate welfare—capital-
ism for the poor, socialism for the rich. They

claim to like property rights, but only when
it’s the right of a polluter to use his proper-
ty to destroy his neighbor’s property or the
public property. They claim to like law and
order, but they’re the first ones to let the
corporate lawbreakers off the hook. They
claim to like local control and states’ rights,
but they only embrace states’ rights when
it means chopping down the barriers to
corporate profit-taking at the local level.
They claim to embrace Christianity, but
they’ve violated every one of the manifold
mandates of the Christian faith that we
care for the environment and treat future
generations with responsibility and the
earth as stewards.

Planet: Considering the times we’re in,
what gives you hope?

Kennedy: The great source of my optimism
is that if you look at the values that
Americans share, there’s no difference
between rank and file Republicans and
Democrats. We all want a clean environ-
ment. According to the latest Gallup poll, 81
percent of Republicans want stronger envi-
ronmental laws and want them strictly
enforced. The problem is that the
Republican leadership is controlled by big
polluters and large corporations and the
press is not reporting the truth to the
American people.

Planet: You’ve said that when you focus
on corporate accountability, you get a
good response whether you’re in a "red"
state or a "blue" one. How can we translate
this consensus into stronger environmen-
tal protection?

Kennedy: Again, I see very little philosoph-
ical difference between red-state residents
and blue-state residents. The distinction is
really a huge information deficit among the

'Endless Negligence of Press' Top Threat to Democracy
An interview with Robert Kennedy Jr., a featured speaker at the Sierra Summit this September.

[[WWhheenn  II  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  ccoorrppoorraattee
aaccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy,,]]  II  ggeett  tthhee  ssaammee
rreessppoonnssee  [[iinn  rreedd  ssttaatteess]]  aass  II  ddoo
ffrroomm  bblluuee--ssttaattee  rreessiiddeennttss
eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  tthhiiss——rreedd--ssttaattee  vvoott--
eerrss  aarree  aallwwaayyss  aasskkiinngg,,  ““HHooww
ccoommee  II  hhaavveenn’’tt  hheeaarrdd  tthhiiss
bbeeffoorree??””    

See Kennedy on
Page 3


