
Hold Onto Your Hats Folks, I do
believe we have a "greener"
Mayor in Dallas today.  Sierra

Club jumped into the Mayor's race with
both  feet to help
Laura Miller get elected after the politi-
cal committee sent questionnaires to
all 3 candidates in the mayoral elec-
tion,  with some personal discussions
with 2 of the candi-
dates.  Mr. Dunning,
despite publicly claim-
ing the environment
was a "top priority" on
several broadcast
debates, did not return
our questionnaire or
our repeated calls.

Ms. Miller is advo-
cating that the City
Council take a "hands
on" approach to air
issues as she had
tried to get City
Council to adopt a
"natural gas resolution on DART's pro-
prosal to buy "cleaner" diesel buses in
November 2000.  Ms.  Miller is willing
to reexamine the building blocks of the
Trinity River project in light of the
recent scrutiny by the U.S. Office of
Management and Budget, and agrees
with us that a buyout of the landlocked,
polluted neighborhoods of Cadillac
Heights  should be considered.  She
also is promoting better parks, more
public participation at City Hall, and

acknowledges that using drinking
water for our lawns is probably not a
smart idea.

Sierra Club's participation in the
campaign began with a joint press con-
ference with other eco groups endors-
ing Ms. Miller in Cadillac Heights with
neighborhood associations.  Next the
club designed, printed, and mailed

postcards to our 2000
Sierrans who were
potential voters.  The
postcards' printing
was paid for with pri-
vate donations from
members with a mail-
ing party to get them
out.  Next flyers were
also developed by
Sierra Club and
inserted into 4000
newsletters.  Another
mailing party took
place at political
chair's David  Griggs

and Rita Beving's home with volun-
teers from not only from Sierra Club,
but also the Green Party, Downwinders
at Risk, the League of Women Voters,
and others.  The party was a great time
with 5 pizzas consumed and lots of
Miller High Life imbibed.

Sierrans also participated in a major
callathon to more than 900 volunteers
for the Miller campaign with lists pro-
vided from the campaign headquarters
to slot them into volunteers positions
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The Dallas Sierra Club’s general meetings are
held the second Wednesday of each month.
Meetings are open to all interested persons.

The meetings begin at 7pm at the E.D. Walker
School on the corner of Montfort and

Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S.

March’s Program
Bob Brister will be speaking at
March’s General Meeting. The
General Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 13, at the E.D.
Walker Vanguard School.

Wild Utah: America’s Redrock
Wilderness is a multi-media
slideshow documenting citizen

efforts to designate public lands in south-
ern Utah’s spectacular canyon country as
Wilderness under the 1964 Wilderness Act.
This 20-minute journey through redrock
splendor invigorates and motivates viewers
to participate in the movement to protect
these unique lands. Wild Utah: America’s
Redrock Wilderness was made possible
through the generous donation of photos,
music and words from concerned Utahans
who wish to pass this heritage onto future
generations, including a special reading by
Pulitzer Prize winning author Wallace
Stegner from his famous Wilderness Letter. 

In conjunction with a 30 minute pres-
entation on the current status of the Utah
wilderness movement by Bob Brister,
Outreach Associate of the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance, this inspira-
tional and informational event is a must
see for citizen’s wishing to become per-
sonally involved to make the difference
in this tremendous American public
lands conservation effort. 

Learn more about the threats and opportunities facing
Utah's wilderness including increased oil and gas drilling,
mining, off-road vehicles, BLM management plan revisions
(Resource Management Plans), and the new proposed San
Rafael Swell National Monument.

Bob Brister has been a public lands and endangered
species advocate for over 6 years.  Before joining the
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance staff, Bob served with
the Sierra Nevada Forest Protection Campaign and the
Southwest Forest Alliance.
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Sierra Club Helps Elect

� L a u r a  M i l l e r �
for precinct walks, poll watching, sign-
making, etc.  One Sierran volunteered
3 full weeks to the campaign and
organized 2 Saturdays of precinct
walks in shifts for the Northern sector
of Dallas.  2000 Sierrans were also
called before the runoff vote to help
take Ms. Miller to her victory.  Two
more press hits were also  prepared,
one to point out Mr. Dunning's dismal
record on airport pollution at DFW and
another to help get press to the rally
the day before the runoff. All in all, hun-
dreds of man hours and dollars were
donated to the Miller campaign from
Sierra Club.

We want to thank those Sierrans
who donated or gave their time to
Laura Miller.  They include Ann
Drumm, Arthur Kuehne, Beth Johnson,
Joe Wells, David Gray, Nancy
Bateman, Jodi Mein, Mary Vogelson,

JoAnn Hill and her daughter, Ken
Holley, Mike Seay,  David Griggs, Molly
Rooke, Marilyn Hamaker, Leslie
March, Becky Fisher, Sergio Villareal,
Dr. John and Margie Haley, Ann
Huebner, Katie Huebner, Becky
Bornhorst, Rita Beving, John Rath, Jay
and Karen Davison, Charles
Townsend, Calvin Nichols, Campbell
Read, Kevin Yeats,
Terry Sullivan, Carol Nash, Bud and
Annie Melton.  I hope we didn't miss
anyone, but we thank you all. It was a
grassroots effort and we made many
new contacts in the community from all
over the city.

Ms. Miller is very appreciative of our
efforts.  Her election marks a new day.
Hopefully, a greener day for Dallas with
an open door approach which we did
not enjoy with the last mayor.  Thanks
everyone for your efforts.
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The Compass is the monthly publica-
tion of the Dallas Group of the
Sierra Club’s Lone Star Chapter.
Members of the Dallas Group sup-
port The Compass and receive the
publication as a part of their mem-
bership.

Subscriptions. For information con-
cerning your subscription, call Arthur
Kuehne at (214) 353-2927. Non-mem-
ber subscriptions are available: one
year, $10 (includes postage). To sub-
scribe, send a check made payable to
“Dallas Sierra Club”.

Sierra Club
Dallas Regional Group

P.O. Box 800365
Dallas, Texas 75380

Address Changes. If you have ques-
tions or comments regarding your
membership, change of address, or
mailing problems and delays, please
mail or e-mail Sierra Club headquar-
ters at:

Sierra Club Member Services
PO Box 52968

Boulder, Colorado 80322-2968

address.changes@sierraclub.org

Submissions. Article and photograph
submissions are always welcome.
Please send submissions by the
deadlines given in the General
Calendar. Send submissions to
the newsletter editors at the e-mail
address and phone numbers listed on
the back fold.
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Wendel A. Withrow

"We make our world significant by
the courage of our questions and the
depth of our answers."  - Carl Sagan"

What a difference a month makes.
Last month I wrote this column as a
conservation leader; this month I am
honored to be elected as your 2002
Executive Committee Chair. In my
first official communication I would be
remiss not to thank Terry Sullivan for
his great leadership as Chair over the
last 2 years and tell you how motivat-
ed I get being associated with the
other executive committee members
and club leaders.  Having been on
many nonprofit leadership teams, I
can think of NONE that has the pas-
sion and commitment to the cause as
the team I have the pleasure to lead.
Please help me be the best I can be
with your CONSTANT FEEDBACK.

"To explore, enjoy, and protect the
wild places of the Earth."

In keeping with Mr Muir's mission,
we have a pretty good plan for out-
ings and events this year.  Please see
the rest of this newsletter for informa-
tion and get involved. Our first order
of business has been active support

for Laura Miller for mayor. (As I write
this, my fingers are crossed that she
will win and true progress can be
made to improve environmental
issues in our own back yard). Should
Ms. Miller win, the Dallas Sierra Club
will have been a significant reason
because of our members voting and
volunteers making phone calls, signs
and talking to people in districts.
John Muir would be proud.

The second order of business is to
fill some open slots in critical club
positions. If any of you Sierrans have
an interest in meeting interesting peo-
ple, have basic bookkeeping knowl-
edge/interests, want to develop your
leadership skills and have FUN, con-
sider filling one of those positions.
We need a club treasurer, program
coordinator and membership coordi-
nator.   Talk to one of our executive
committee members if you want more
information.

I hope you enjoy this edition of
Compass published by Matt Wales.
Please continue being a good role
model for sound environmental prac-
tices and make our world significant
by the actions you take.

John Rath

WATER & AIR:  D/FW STATUS and ACTIONS
or

(how long can you hold your breath and go without water)

Guest Speakers:
Neil Carman PHD

from the Lone Star Chapter (formerly worked for the
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission)

Don Callaway
professional water and solid waste managenment

expert and reviewer of the state water plan.

Elzie Odom Recreation Center
1601 N.E. Green Oaks Blvd., Arlington, TX

(located between SH 360 and Collins St; from SH 360, exit Green Oaks Blvd.,
and go west; from IH 30, exit Collins, go north to Green Oaks, and turn east.).

We will meet in the Mavericks Room, on the second floor,
overlooking the skating rink.

For more information
AND TO RSVP contact:

John Rath
(817) 488-3489

or email
johnrath@dallassierraclub.org

snacks and refreshments
provided!

Sunday, March 17, all members and
prospective members are invited to
attend the monthly Membership
Potluck. Becky Fisher is hosting our
get together this month.  She lives at
13935 Stardust Lane in Farmers
Branch. We'll meet from 6:30 till 8:00
P.M.  Bring a dish to share and your
eating utensils.  This is a great
opportunity for new members to meet
other members and for some good
clean fun.
For more information please call:

Mick Nolen
(H) 972-991-9351
mick@dallassierraclub.org

Sierrans, we need your garage
sale items as we are collecting
early for a big sale to help the

club with conservation efforts.  If you
need to get rid of it now, that's fine, call
Rita Beving at 214-373-3808 and we'll
try to pick it up right away.  We want to
make this a BIG sale so if your neigh-
bors are moving, just had a garage
sale, etc., please ask them if they want
it picked up and we'll make arrange-
ments. No date has been set for the
actual sale as of yet as we want to col-
lect many items first.  If you can, help
us out and please box up the items
before we pick them up.

Thanks for your support.

Sierra
Club
Garage
Sale

Call Matt “The Editor” Wales at:
214-575-5079 (H)

or e-mail at:
matthewwales@hotmail.com

for more details.

Contribute
to the

Compass



Michael Scott, Executive
Director of the Greater
Yellowstone Coalition, will

present a slide show and discuss sig-
nificant environmental issues facing
Greater Yellowstone, including: the
reintroduction of wolves; the survival of
grizzly bears; the slaughter of bison; the
viability of native trout; and the future of
grazing and logging on public lands.

Greater Yellowstone, which encom-
passes Yellowstone National Park, is
nearly ten times the size of the park
and represents the largest intact
ecosystem in the lower 48 states.  With
the reintroduction of the gray wolf in
1995, Greater Yellowstone now has the
full range of mammals that roamed
there 200 years ago.  It contains the
largest aggregation of protected land in
the lower 48 states, is the source of
three great western rivers, and is
among the fastest-growing areas of
rural America.

Greater Yellowstone has been a piv-
otal force in the development of the
modern conservation movement and
the protection of wilderness in America.
It remains at the center of some of the

most important debates in America
about the future of wild lands and the
impact of people on these areas. 

About Our Guest Speaker
Michael Scott is the Executive

Director of the
G r e a t e r
Ye l l o w s t o n e
Coalition, based
in Bozeman,
Montana.  GYC is
a national organi-
zation dedicated
to the premise
that a healthy,
wild ecosystem
can prosper only
if it is kept whole.
Created in 1983,
GYC's member-
ship now includes
more than 10,000
individuals, 220 businesses, and 100
conservation and sportsmen's organiza-
tions.

For the last 20 years, Michael has
worked for the protection of wild lands
in the Nothern Rockies.  Before

becoming GYC's Program Director, in
1995, Michael worked for the
Wilderness Society in Washington
D.C., Denver, and he ran the Northern
Rockies Field Office.  He moved from

Program Director to
Executive Director
at GYC in April.

Well known for
his negotiating
skills and political
instincts, Michael
is a leader in pub-
lic land policy in

the West.  As
Program Director
for GYC, Michael
developed strate-
gies in support of
Coalition cam-
paigns; represent-
ed the Coalition

before Congress, the
administration and the public.

As Executive Director Michael brings
his vision and leadership skills to work
with a broad array of interests who may
not always agree, but who do agree on
the importance of protecting this spe-

cial place.  Michael has experience
working with communities, scientists,
and local, state and federal govern-
ments.  He is an avid hiker, fisherman,
and woodworker.

Please join us  for a reception and an
update on issues facing Yellowstone
National Park and its surrounding
ecosystem with Michael Scott,
Executive Director of the Greater
Yellowstone Coalition 

Tuesday, April 2, 2002
• 6 pm - Reception in

Jones Great Hall 
• 7 pm - Slide Presentation in

Smith Auditorium

Meadows Museum 
at Southern Methodist University

5900 Bishop Boulevard, Dallas, Texas

There is no charge for this event.
Free parking in the museum garage.

Please RSVP by March 29
to Heidi Barrett at:

hbarrett@greateryellowstone.org
or  (406) 586-1593 

The Dallas Sierra Club has a televison program that airs on the Dallas,
Carrollton, Plano, Richardson, Garland and Rowlett Community Access chan-
nels.  If you do not have cable, you can pick up a VHS copy at the Dallas Sierra
Clubmeeting. The Dallas Sierra Club program needs your support!  Watch it and
let us know what you think.

If you have some video production experience, give us a call.
Please call (214) 369-5543 or video committee chair at (972) 307-6791.

Sierra Club TV

Project I : EARTH  -  PROGRAM AIR TIMES

Dallas-DCTV               AT&T Cable Services
WED       10pm            13B
SAT 2pm            13B
SUN            9am            13B

Carrollton                    AT&T Cable Services
TUE        9am            74
THU     8pm            74

Plano/Richardson       AT&T Cable Services
TUE     7pm           10A

Garland/Rowlett          AT&T Cable Services
TUE 10pm             74
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GENERAL
CALENDAR

3/6 • 4/3 First Wednesday. Executive
Committee Meeting 6:30PM at REI
2nd floor metting room (I-635 between
Welch Road & Midway Road, MAP-
SCO 14Q), to discuss Club projects,
policy and finances. All members are
welcome to attend and participate.
Call Terry Sullivan at
(972) 492-3038.

3/13 • 4/10 Second Wednesday.
Sierra Club General Meeting 7:00-
8:30pm in the auditorium at ED
Walker School (Corner of Montfort &
Wozencraft, MAPSCO 15S), come
early to pick up activity materials and
afterwords join the socializing at
Juan’s Cantina.

3/15 • 4/12 Second Friday. Deadline
for electronic materials to be submit-
ted to The Compass. E-mail 
to sierra-editors@egroups.com or
matthewwales@hotmail.com

3/20 • 4/17 Third Wednesday. Outings
Comittee Meeting 7:00PM REI
(Mapsco 14Q), to discuss outings
schedules and issues. All outings
leaders, future outings leaders, and
interested Sierrans are welcome. Call
Arthur Kuehne at (214) 739-2927 for
more information.

3/27 • 4/22 Fourth Monday. 7:00PM
at REI. (Mapsco 14Q).

3/27 • 4/24 Fourth Wedensday.
Newsletter Party 7:00PM at the
Chruchill Recreation Center at
Hillcrest & Churchill Way (MAPSCO
15V). Help sort, bundle and label
the newsletter. Socializing after-
ward. Contact Joe DeVito at (972)
562-0082.

Saving Yellowstone

Jessica Nolen(?) takes a break during
last year’s Memorial Day trip to the
White Mountains.  This year's  trip is
only a couple of months away!! 

Advertise
in the

Compass

Call Matt “The Editor” Wales at:
214-575-5079 (H)

or e-mail at:
matthewwales@hotmail.com

for more details.



DAYHIKE on WHITE ROCK CREEK
TRAIL Meet in the parking lot of Moss
Park on the Southeast corner of
Greenville Avenue and Royal Lane
(Mapsco 26-T) at 9:00 AM.  We'll walk
5-miles over paved trails.  Bring water
and comfortable shoes.  No reserva-
tions necessary, just show up.
Leader: Steve Longley

steve.longley@att.net
214- 824-1128(H)
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Sierra Club Outings
March 2002

www.dallassierraclub.org

Backpacking

Canoeing

Car Camping

Cycling

Day Hiking

Education

Service Project

Notice: To receive this outings list
monthly via e-mail, send message to:

outings.list@dallassierraclub.org

Type SUBSCRIBE OUTINGS LIST on
the subject line.

HOW THE OUTING
PROGRAM WORKS

Dallas Sierra Club Outings are open to
members and non-members. Some trips may
require special qualifications and capabilities.
The leaders of each outing / trip are serving in
a volunteer capacity and assume no responsi-
bility  above that of trip organizer. If you have a
medical problem, it is your responsibility to
inform the leader before the outing / trip.
Outing / Trip leaders are encouraged to partic-
ipate in training and classes to increase their
skills, but they are not paid professionals. They
will assist you within their limitations. It is the
responsibility of the participant to be aware of
any personal limitations before going on an
outing.

Radios and firearms are prohibited from all
outings. Pets are not allowed unless specifical-
ly stated. All outings officially begin at the trail
head or outing start point. Leaders cannot
assign carpools, but may help coordinate ride
sharing for energy conservation and to pro-
mote fellowship. All non-commercial trans-
portation is the responsibility of the individual.
Car-pooling is SOLELY voluntary, but the costs
are shared. The usual method of sharing trans-
portation cost is for all riders in the car, includ-
ing the driver, to divide the cost of transporta-
tion equally. The recommended method of
computing cost is to multiply round trip mileage
by $0.13 a mile for small cars, $0.16 for large
cars and $0.19 for vans. Before leaving, be
sure this or some other method is agreed
upon.

Most outings require reservations. To partic-
ipate in an outing contact the leader, who will
decide if the trip you are interested in is suit-
able for you based on your capabilities and the
demands of the trip. There is usually a limit to
the number of people allowed on a given out-
ing / trip. Reservations are necessary for out-
ings unless otherwise noted. If you must can-
cel, inform the leader as soon as possible so
that someone else can go in your place.

Please respect the wishes of your leader
who has volunteered his / her free time to allow
you to go on the trip of your choice. If you have
any questions, or if you are interested in
becoming a leader, contact either the Outings
Chair or the appropriate Outings Committee
Coordinator on the newsletter back page.

BEGINNER BACKPACK at INKS
LAKE. The Inks Lake area is consid-
ered to be one of the most beautiful
in Texas because of the scenic diver-
sity and wealth of minerals, water,
and wildlife.  We will backpack about
3 miles to a primitive camping area
on Saturday morning. Saturday after-

Mar 23-24
Sat-Sun

WHITE ROCK LAKE CLEANUP
Help clean up the Dallas Sierra Club's
Adopted Shoreline.  Meet at the For
the Love of the Lake office parking lot
on level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda
Plaza (on Buckner facing Doctors
Hospital, just north of Garland Road,
Mapsco 38-J) at 8:00 AM for registra-
tion and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash

214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

Mar 9
Saturday

Mar 9 - 10
Sat - Sun

CARCAMP in the WICHITA MOUN-
TAINS WILDLIFE REFUGE, in SW
Okla See big black buffaloes, hear
bugling elk and howling coyotes, and 
feel the hard granite boulders beneath
your feet as you explore the rocky
environs of Charons Garden
Wilderness and other seldom-hiked
parts of the refuge.  All-day hikes,
mainly off-trail with some boulder
scrambling.  Moderately strenuous.
Leader: Rich Schiebel

972-907-0872(H)

Mar 9 - 10
Sat-Sun

BEGINNER BACKPACK TRIP in the
BEECH CREEK SCENIC AREA
Backpack about 10 relatively flat miles
in this beautiful area in S.E.
Oklahoma.  Camp will be near the
creek.  As time permits, there will be
an optional dayhike after setting up
camp.  Car camp Friday night and
return to Dallas about 6:30 PM on
Sunday.  Preference will be given to
the “graduates” of the Beginner
Backpack class.
Leaders: Claudia Blalock

Marcos Jorge 
(972) 394-2546
mkkj@hotmail.com

Mar 16 - 17
Sat - Sun

BACKPACK in CANEY CREEK
WILDERNESS, ARKANSAS Hike the
entire 9 mile length of the Caney Creek

Mar 17
Sunday

RAY ROBERTS GREENBELT BIKE
RIDE Ride 20 miles on this very sce-
nic crushed stone hike and bike path
along the Trinity River that runs
between the north end of Lake Dallas
and the Ray Roberts Reservoir dam.
Meet at the trailhead at 11:00 AM.
Bring your fat tired bike, your bike hel-
met (required), lunch and water.  The
trailhead is on the north side of highway
380/377 about 3 miles east of loop 288
in Denton.  Consult your map. There is
a $3 fee payable at the trailhead.  No
reservations necessary.  Contact
leader is weather is questionable.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne 

214-902-9260
arthur@akuehne.com

MAR 20 (WED) OUTINGS COM-
MITTEE MEETING Meet in the
upstairs program room at REI (on
north side of LBJ between Midway
and Welch), at 7:00 PM.  Bring
your ideas for the Dallas Sierra
Club Outings program.  We will be
planning spring and summer out-
ings and this years bus trips.  All
outings leaders, future outings
leaders, and interested Sierrans
welcome. Contact Arthur Kuehne
214-902-9260(H) for details.

Mar 23 - 24
Sat - Sun

BACKPACK in BLACK FORK
WILDERNESS, ARKANSAS This
hike will take us to one of the most
unique areas in Arkansas.   We’ll camp
near the ruins of an old pioneer com-
munity, visit strange “rock glaciers”, and
hike through a dwarf forest with 200
year old trees less than 20 feet tall.
Start all of this off with a decadent
Friday night at Queen Wilhelmina
Lodge if you sign up early enough to get
a room!   Other decadent options are
available if you don’t.   Rated moderate.
Leader: Bill Greer 

972-964-1781(H)
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net.

Mar 24
Sunday

ANNUAL SIERRA CLUB AZALEA
DAYHIKE ALONG TURTLE CREEK
Leisurely 1½ or 2-hour walk.  Suitable
for children in strollers.  Meet at 2:00
PM in shopping strip on Oak Lawn
(4200 block) just north of Wycliff, but
park on side streets.  Take Oak Lawn
Exit off I-35 or Fitzhugh exit off Central
Expressway.   No reservations needed.
Leader: Austin Brouns 

214-528-3812(H)

Apr 6
Saturday

FOURTH ANNUAL WORLD’S
LONGEST DAYHIKE If you’re tough
enough, come and join your fellow
Sierrans for a 23-mile dayhike on the
White Rock Creek and White Rock
Lake trails.  Meet at 8:00 AM at the
north end of the White Rock Creek trail
in Valley View Park, on Valley View, just
east of the intersection of Hillcrest and
Valley View (just north of 635, Mapsco

Mar 16
Saturday

Trail.  Some people think the west part
of the Caney Creek trail near the
Cossatot River is nicer than the popu-
lar east end, but we seldom hike it due
to the loooong car shuttle required.
We’ll get around that on this trip with a
“key exchange”.  Half of the group will
hike in from the east, the other half will
hike in from the west.  We’ll camp
together Saturday night and trade car
keys.  Sunday each group will hike out
to the other cars.  We’ll meet again
Sunday afternoon.   Contact Bill Greer 
to sign up.
Leaders:  Bill Greer

972-964-1781(H) 
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net 
Mike Rawlins
972-783-0962
rawlins@metronet.com

MAR 23 (SAT) SIERRA CLUB
OUTDOOR GEAR EXPO

C A N C E L E D

Mar 24
Sunday

TEXAS BUCKEYE TRAIL WALK
The 23rd Annual Texas Buckeye Trail
Walk will feature lovely spring wildflow-
ers, songbirds in breeding plumage,
and red-tailed hawks circling over-
head.  Experienced guides will
describe the importance of wildlife in
the Great Trinity Forest.  This annual
hike is sponsored by TCONR.
Contact: Jim Flood

972-557-1144(H)
jdflood@airmail.net

noon we will day hike 4-5 miles.
Possible 2-mile day hike Sunday at
Longhorn Caverns.
Leader: Wendy Lambert

817- 251-0016(H)
wlambert@concrete-pipe.org
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Apr 6 - 7
Sat-Sun

BEGINNER BACKPACK in BEECH
CREEK, OK An easy 4 mile hike
through the beech trees to camp, then
dayhike Saturday afternoon.  If it’s
warm there’s a good swimming hole!
Leader: Bill Greer 972-964-1781 

wbgreer@worldnet.att.net

Apr 13 - 14
Sat -Sun

LITTLE MISSOURI RIVER BEGIN-
NER BACKPACKING TRIP We  will
do a leisurely backpack of approx
mately 6½-miles over 2 days along
one of the most scenic backpacking
trails in Southwest Arkansas. Because
the trail follows the upper reaches of
the Little Missouri River there is mini-
mal elevation change, but do be pre-
pared for stream crossings.  There will
opportunities for optional exploratory
dayhikes also. Drive up Friday night
and return Sunday.   Preference will
be given to graduates of the Beginner
Backpacking Class.
Leaders: Steve Longley

Marcos Jorge  
214-824-1128 (Steve) 
steven.longley@att.net

May 4
Saturday

LAKE MINERAL WELLS STATE
TRAILWAY BIKE RIDE We will ride
this easy bike trail from Weatherford to
Lake Mineral Wells State Park.  Total
round trip distance is about 30 miles.
Bring your bike, helmet (required),
lunch and water.  Sign up required.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260 
arthur@akuehne.com

May 11 - 12
Sat - Sun

DAYHIKING on the ATHENS-BIG-
FORK TRAIL, AR We won't carry a
heavy pack, but since the trail runs
north-south and the mountains go east
to west we’ll earn our supper!  We'll do
two different sections of the trail; about
6 to 8 miles each day.  This trail is a
few miles east of Caney Creek
Wilderness.  We'll car camp Friday and
Saturday nights.
Leader: Bill Greer

972-964-1781(H)
wbgreer@worldnet.att.net.

NON-SIERRA CLUB

OUTINGS
The following trips are not sponsored
and administered by the Sierra Club.
Sierra Club takes no responsibility and
makes no representations or war-
ranties about the quality, safety, super-
vision or management of these trips.
They are published as a reader service
because they may be of interest to
recipients of this publication.

MAR 21-24 (THU-SUN) SIERRA DEL
CARMAN MOUNTAINS, MEXICO
HIKING Four days trip to Big Bend
refuge in mountains in Mexico next to
Big Bend National Park.  Ponderosa
Pines and Douglas fir.  Secluded
canyons and waterfalls.  Museum del
Sierra del Carmens.  Cost $450 plus
shared ride costs ($75 approx or drive
yourself).  All food included - no camp-
ing - pristine back country retreat.  This
is a can't miss trip for Big Bend Lovers.
Drive down as late as Wed night after
work and return starting Sunday after-
noon. Meet at the store in Rio Grande
village Thurs morning.
Leader: Don Purinton

972-985-1774
dpurinton@attbi.com

AUG 30-SEP 2 (FRI-MON) HIGH UNI-
TAS UTAH BACKPACK TRIP
Backpack in the High Unitas (60 miles
from Salt City).  Most highly rated
place in Utah Mountains. Suggested
fly/ drive leaving Thursday night and
return Tuesday mMorning.  If you want
to fly, you need to purchase air tickets
now to get low prices over popular
weekend.
Leader: Don Purinton

972-985-1774
dpurinton@attbi.com

SEP 26-29 (THU-SUN) GRAND
CANYON HORSE BACK/HIKE to the
Havasuapi Reservation. See Emerald
Falls and pools. Camping or hotel
accommodations. Restaurant avail-
able.  In and out of canyon by horse-
back or by foot with horse carrying
eqpt. or by backpack. Suggested
fly/drive to Las Vegas leaving
Wednesday evening, Sept 25, and
returning Sunday,  Sept 29.
Reservations needed now because
popularity will soon close the reserva-
tions.
Leader: Don Purinton

972-985-1774
dpurinton@attbi.com

Apr 6 - 7
Sat-Sun

BEGINNER BACKPACK on the 4-Cs
TRAIL Beginner backpack trip on the
north half of the 4-Cs trail in Davy
Crockett National Forest (East Texas
near Rusk).  Total of 10 relatively flat
hiking miles in pine forest, 6 miles on
Saturday and 4 miles on Sunday
morning.  Dogwood and redbuds
should be in bloom.
Leader: Kent Trulsson

214-704-4253.

TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL TEXAS
WILDERNESS POW-WOW This
year's POW-WOW will be held at
Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area in
Davy Crockett National Forrest.
Plan now to join us for a wonderful
weekend of guided nature walks,
interesting speakers, and entertain-
ment by the Environmental
Troubadour, Bill Oliver.  The pro-
posed Upper Neaches Scenic River
will be featured.  Learn why this des-
ignation is needed to protect this
beautiful river from unneeded dams.
Sponsored by TCONR, the Sierra
Club, and many other organizations,
this is an annual East Texas event
you won't want to miss.
Contact: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260 
arthur@akuehne.com

Apr 12 - 14
Fri - Sun

WHITE ROCK LAKE CLEANUP
Help clean up the Dallas Sierra Club's
Adopted Shoreline.  Meet at the For the
Love of the Lake office parking lot on
level below Eckerd's in Casa Linda
Plaza (on Buckner facing Doctors
Hospital, just north of Garland Road,
Mapsco 38-J) at 8:00 AM for registra-
tion and refreshments.
Leader: Carol Nash

214-824-0244(H)
cnash@dallasisd.org

Apr 13
Saturday

Apr 13 - 14
Sat - Sun

BUFFALO NATIONAL RIVER TRAIL
BACKPACK Explore the beginnings
of the Buffalo National River Trail in
northern Arkansas. We'll hike fifteen
miles of beautiful trail winding through
the hollows and bluffs of this protected
area.  Hike begins Saturday morning at
the Steel Creek Campground on the
banks of the Buffalo River.  Saturday's
travel will be about 9 miles.  We will
camp Saturday night in one of the
many valley hollows that mark this
area.  Sunday, we will complete the
journey by about 2:00 PM.  Moderate
difficulty due to the ups and downs.
Waterfalls, wildlife and great views.
Leader: Bill Beach

214-662-3224
214-824-4584

Apr 13 - 14
Sun - Fri

HIGH ISLAND BIRDING No camping,
stay in motel two nights.  Best birding
experience in Texas to see return of
migrants.
Leader: Don Purinton

972-985-1774 
dpurinton@attbi.com

Apr 21 - 26
Sun - Fri

LAKE MINERAL WELLS STATE
PARK HIKE and BIKE CARCAMP
Camp at Lake Mineral Wells State
Park, a beautiful near by park featuring
steep hills, deep ravines, open savan-
nah and a lake surrounded by timber-
covered hills.  Saturday we will bike the
Lake Mineral Wells State Trailway to
Weatherford, about 30 miles round
trip.  Sunday we will hike one of the
park's scenic trails.  Plan to camp
Friday night as well or arrive Saturday
by 10 AM for the bike ride.  Bring your
bike, helmet (required), repair kit and
water bottle.  Call park at 512-389-
8900 or visit the Texas State Park
website for campsite reservations.
Sign up required.
Leaders: Mark and Jeanni Capell

214-821-7557 
capells@earthlink.net

Apr 26
Friday

ILLINOIS RIVER CANOE TRIP in
OKLAHOMA Stay in cabin or camp
out on Thursday night, canoe Friday,
return Fri night.  Canoe rental avail-
able.  Moderate river.
Leader: Don Purinton

972-985-1774
dpurinton@attbi.com

May 11
Saturday

WALKING TOUR of CLYMER MEAD-
OW Tour this 1,000-acre virgin
Blackland Prairie on the rolling hills of
northwestern Hunt County, near
Greenville.  Join our Nature
Conservancy guide as we explore one
of the largest and most diverse rem-
nants of the Blackland Prairie and one
of the most scenic areas in North
Central Texas.  On this easy dayhike
we will learn about the meadow's
plants, history and efforts to preserve
it.  A $5 per person donation to the
Nature Conservancy will be collected
to help further their conservation
efforts.  Sign up required.
Leaders: Mark and Jeanni Capell 

capells@earthlink.net
214-821-7557

15-R).  We’ll hike down to White Rock
Lake, around it, and back.  Bring your
most comfortable walking shoes, Mole
Skin, extra socks, water (water and
bathrooms are available along the trail),
lunch, and rain gear (if rain is in the
forecast).  Optional dinner / funeral /
foot replacement after the hike.
Leader: Arthur Kuehne

214-902-9260(H)
arthur@akuehne.com
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March 3 - Conservation Retreat: WATER & AIR:  D/FW STATUS
and ACTIONS Elzie Odom Recreation Center,1601 N.E. Green Oaks
Blvd., Arlington, TX.

For more information and to RSVP contact:
John Rath
(817) 488-3489
johnrath@dallassierraclub.orgC
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ISSUE:
About 25 million children rely upon

the familiar yellow school bus to carry
them safely to school everyday.  Most
of the 450 thousand school buses on
the road today are older models pow-
ered by diesel fuel. Diesel emissions
exacerbate asthma and other respira-
tory diseases and have been linked to
cancer. Children are particularly vul-
nerable because their small bodies
and developing lungs experience
greater exposure to harmful air pollu-
tants. Cleaner alternatives, such as
natural gas, do exist but school dis-
tricts need assistance to cost-effective-
ly get them on the road. There is legis-
lation, sponsored by Evan Bayh (D-
IN), pending in the US Senate that
would set up a federal grant program
that would enable school districts to
replace older dirty diesel buses with
new school buses that operate on
cleaner technologies, while freeing up
resources for other educational budget
priorities.

ACTION:
Contact your Senator today and

urge them to support the authoriza-
tion and funding of the Clean School
Bus Pilot Program. Go to
www.cleanschoolbus.org to send a
letter to your Senator.  Encourage
your friends and family to do the
same.

MESSAGE:
Tell your Senators to support of the

Green School Bus Pilot program to
protect our children's health by reduc-
ing their exposure to harmful diesel
emissions.

BACKGROUND:
Whether waiting outside for the bus

or riding inside, older dirty diesel buses

have been found to impact our chil-
dren's health. A recent report from the
Union of Concerned Scientists shows
that most states have school bus fleets
that barely make the grade regarding
our children's respiratory health.
Additional studies have documented
that exposure to diesel pollution may
cause or exacerbate a host of health
problems, including cancer and asth-
ma, and may even be linked to prema-
ture death.  Congress now has an
opportunity to remedy this problem.

Last summer, the Clean School Bus
Program passed the House of
Representatives. There is now an
opportunity to get similar legislation
though the Senate and then get it fund-
ed and signed by the President. The
Clean School Bus program would pro-
vide dedicated funds for school dis-
tricts to replace older dirtier buses with
cleaner new buses powered by alter-
native fuels, such as compressed nat-
ural gas (CNG) or, in some cases, new
low-sulfur diesel. The Clean School
Bus Grant Program would provide
badly needed funds to help school dis-
tricts purchase cleaner buses. This
program places priority on replacing
the oldest, dirtiest buses first.  Many
states still have pre-1977 buses on the
road that not only emit the highest lev-
els of toxic pollution, but they often do
not meet basic safety standards.
Natural gas buses reduce toxic soot by
up to 93% compared to older diesel
buses. They also meet current safety
standards and have been reported to
be easier to maintain than traditional
diesel buses.

For more information on what you
can do or to view the Union of
Concerned Scientists report Pollution
Report Card: Grading America's
School Bus Fleets please visit
www.cleanschoolbus.org.

Without the Trinity River and its vast network of tributaries the Dallas /
Fort Worth Metroplex would not be what it is today. The river sustains
our area's population and extensive economic resources, yet few resi-

dents understand the Trinity's history and their intimate connection to it. 
"A Living River" is a public discussion on water quality, nonpoint source pollu-

tion, and efforts to protect and improve the Trinity River System.  The forum is
sponsored by Texas Watch, a collaborative partnership of the Southwest Texas
State University, Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission, and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. 

The forum will help answer the questions:
•  What is the history of the Trinity River?
•  What are the current uses of the river?
•  How clean is the water?
•  What is nonpoint source pollution? 
•  What programs are working to protect and improve 

the river?
•  What can the average citizen do to help?

If you are concerned about our environment and the quality of life that the
Trinity River makes possible, plan to attend this unique education and informa-
tion-sharing event. The forum will take place:

When: Saturday, February 23, 2002
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Where: NCTCOG Regional Training Center 
Lakeview Center

624 Six Flags Drive, Suite 110
Arlington, TX 

Refreshments and lunch will be provided. For more information and to RSVP (by
February 8), please contact Texas Watch Program Coordinator Eric Mendelman
at (877) 506-1401 or by e-mail at em20@swt.edu.

DID YOU KNOW?
Nonpoint source pollution occurs when heavy rains wash sediments and pollu-
tants into our waterways. The pollutants are the result of some every day activi-
ties, like spraying lawns with pesticides and insecticides, improperly disposing of
waste oil and grass clippings, and washing cars in driveways. These pollutants
can poison our drinking water, increase the cost of wastewater treatment, and kill
wildlife. 

Tell Senator Hutchison
You Want Cleaner

School Buses for

America's Children

The Trinity
River's

Past, Present
& Future

A Living River:
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Sunday, March 3 join us for the North
Texas Irish Festival in Fair Park.
Details TBA.
Contact: Jeff Schmidt

jeffpc@mindspring.com
(972) 228-1908. 

Saturday, March 16 at 10:00 a.m. join
us for a day hike at the Dallas Nature
Center.  Plan to hike at a brisk pace for
about 6-7 miles.  No reservations nec-
essary.  Rain will cancel.
Leaders: Jenny Lehman

lehje30@hotmail.com
(817) 263-1357
Jeff Schmidt
jeffpc@mindspring.com
(972) 228-1908. 

Monday, March 18 at 7:00, join us for
dinner at Marco Polo Italian restaurant,
located at 1001 NE Green Oaks (cor-
ner of Collins and NE Green Oaks --
the Green Oaks that's off of 360 and
north of I-30) in north Arlington.
Contact: Jenny Lehman.

Saturday, April 13 join us for a 2 - 3
hour hike at Tandy Hills Park in east
Fort Worth.  Meet in the Tandy Hills
parking lot at 10:00 a.m.  BRING: -
Water - Snacks or sack lunch.  (If you
bring chocolate to share, you may find
yourself very popular.)  Wear sturdy
hiking shoes that firmly support the
ankles. (We will not always be hiking
on the trail and will be taking off cross
country.)  If the weather looks cold and
rainy, be sure to bring rain wear and
warm clothes. OPTIONAL: compass to
play with. After the hike, if you want, we
may adjourn someplace close for eats.
Any suggestions on eateries? DIREC-
TIONS TO TANDY HILLS: From I 30,
take Oakland Exit, travel south. Travel
west on Meadowbrook. North on Tandy
to the park. (Forth Worth Mapsco 87C)
Leader: Rebecca Mehrer

(214) 904-8184
capnbec@netscape.net
Co-leader: Jenny Lehman. 

Friday - Sunday, May 10-12, join us at
Caddo Lake for a canoe/camping trip.
We will camp in shelters at Caddo
Lake State Park and canoe rentals are
available there for $30 per canoe.
Maximum 24 people, including lead-
ers, allowed on this trip so sign up
early!  Please RSVP to DeAnn by
March 29 and pay a deposit of $15.
After you officially sign up you will
receive a more detailed trip descrip-
tion.
Leader: DeAnn McDaniel

(469) 467-7007
ouraybelle@yahoo.com
co-leaders: Jenny Lehman, 
Larry Shindel
and Beth Burgeson. 

Just a reminder that all events official-
ly begin at the event site/trailhead. 
Contact for Sierra Singles information:
Jenny Lehman, (817) 263-1357 
or lehje30@hotmail.com.

S IERRA
INGLES

OUTINGS

The 2002 Taos Excursion Group takes a pose in front of the El
Pueblo Lodge, the oldest continuously inhabited motel in
North America.

Photo
Gallery

The Taos Bus Trip was a huge success.  We had 39 people
on the bus and we had great weather the whole time on
the mountain.  We had 4 people summit Wheeler Peak and

the rest hiked and enjoyed the snowshoing.  Four people even
went skiing for a day. Everyone arrived back in Dallas around 4
A.M. and got some sleep before heading to work on Monday.  We
are now getting ready for next year.

Darn bear traps...

Joe DeVito heads off to Midway Press to get next
month’s newsletters.

And the bronze for cross-country skiing goes to...
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